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was needed was common sense and close attention.
Common sense is enough to-day.

"We must not be surprised that the general
public has held out so long against the obvious
truth. Nothing should surprise us. There are
reasons for everything, and it is our place to dis-
cover these reasons. In the present instance little
reflection is needed in order to perceive that the
public has been utterly and absolutely deceived,
and its touching credulity abused* The Press has
largely helped the lie to succeed. Most of the
newspapers have hurried to the assistance of the
forgers, and have published forged or falsified
documents, insults and lies. But we must admit
that in most cases this was done to please their
public and respond to the private opinions of
their readers. It is certain that the battle against
truth was in the first place based on the popular
instinct.

"The crowd, by which I mean the crowd of
people who are incapable of thinking for themselves,
did not understand; they could not understand.
Their idea of the Army was a simple one. For
them the Army was parade, march past, review,
manoeuvres, uniforms, high boots, spurs, epaulets,
guns and flags. It also meant conscription, with
beribboned caps, litres of cheap wine, barracks, drill,
the mess, the guard-room and the canteen. It
meant, again, a national trade in pictures, the brilliant
little sketches of our military painters with their
spotless uniforms and nice tidy battle scenes. And